
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I want to talk with you in this monthõs   

article about two changes that are taking 

place at Good Shepherd.  The first is a new 

website.  The address is: 

www.goodshepherdgainesville.org 

I want to thank several people for their 

work with our website which is fast       

becoming one of the most popular ways to 

find a new church.  A big thanks to Doug 

and Denise Zirbel for their contribution to 

keeping the past site up and running 

smoothly.  Also a big thanks to Diane 

Engel and our secretary Margie Smith for 

helping to transition to the new site.  Last 

but certainly not least are James and 

Michele Rockhill who basically designed 

the new site from scratch including all the 

pictures.  There will definitely be more 

people in the Kingdom and at Good    

Shepherd because of all their hard work.  

Please check out the new site and then 

pass along your thanks to our volunteers.  

Job well done! 

 

Second, I think you all are aware of the big 

change coming in September ð our move 

to two services.  Beginning September 

20 th, there will be an early service at 8:30 

AM and a late service at 10:45 AM.  In 

between the two services will be Sunday 

School and Fellowship.  I know a lot of 

families are still deciding which service 

they will attend, and I know that some will 

be intentionally alternating.  Whatever you 

decide, would you commit to something?  

If youõre going to the early service, would 

you consider staying after for the          

Fellowship Hour?  Or if youõre going to the 

late, would you consider coming early, 

around 9:30 AM?  Going to two services 

does not have to mean two totally       

separate congregations!  Friendships and 

fellowship are very important to the   

heartbeat of this congregation.  So please 

help us to keep that up! 

Finally, a word about all the changes that 

are taking place here at Good Shepherd ð 

I know that change is very exciting and 

invigorating for some people, but it is   

absolutely unsettling for others.  With 

every change comes a loss of what used to 

be.  And it is appropriate to grieve those 

changes, even as we look forward to the 

good things that change also brings.  Iõm 

reading a book right now called Who Stole 

My Church? by Gordon MacDonald which 

is all about the change that comes when a 

church enters the 21st Century.  The book 

is a fictional account of a pastor who holds 

a series of discussions with members of 

his church who are unhappy with all the 

changes.  One of the great things about 

the book is how he stops to listen to  

members who are grieving the loss 

brought about by the change.  If you ever 

have a question or want to talk or even 

need to vent some frustrations, Iõm here to 

listen.  Every member of this church     

matters immensely to me!  The other 

great thing about the book is how the   

pastor encourages the members with   

different Scripture passages and applies 

them to the situation.  He quotes          

Acts 20:28.  òKeep watch over yourselves 

and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought with 

his own blood.ó  To the folks that are 

tempted to think my church is being stolen 

out from under me, the pastor reminds 

with this verse that it is not his church or 

any other memberõs.  The church belongs 

to Jesus and Him alone, because He paid 

for it with His own blood.  Let us all 

together keep our eyes focused on Him as 

we go forward together, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Ben 

Message from Pastor Ben:    
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òTrust in the Lord with all your heart and 

lean  

not on your own understanding;ó 

Proverbs 3:5 

 

Solomon gives wise advice to each of us 

through this proverb.  Our world and society 

are filled with many distractions and     

happenings outside of our human realm of 

reason and understanding.  It is easy for us 

to lose sight of Godõs will and purpose.  In 

keeping faith and trust in Him, our Lord 

always keeps us in His care.  By the end of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschoolõs first 

week of school, the enrollment increased 

by three to a total of ten students.  Praise 

be to God! 

 

Keith  and Katie  joined Ms. Rhondaõs 2-

year-old class and Sam joined Ms. Susanõs 

4-year-old class.  The first day was filled 

with warm hugs from returning students, 

apprehension from some new students 

and tears from the younger ones.  They 

were not quite sure about this preschool 

business when it came time for mom to 

leave.  However, by the end of the week, 

the tears were replaced with smiles, fun, 

learning, playing,     exploring and singing. 

 

The first Bible lesson for all of the children 

was creation; the beginnings of heaven and 

earth, light and darkness, sea and sky, land 

and plants, sun, moon, and stars, animals 

and human beings.  As the children       

experience their new beginning of this   

preschool year, they learn about the      

beginning of life itself from God and the 

gift of His son for our sins and redemption. 

 

We all have our apprehensions about    

issues or concerns in life that we do not 

fully understand.  For us at Good Shepherd 

Preschool it was low enrollment and not 

being sure that mom was coming back at 

1:00.  By heeding Solomonõs words to trust 

in the Lord with all our heart, God provides 

for us and continues to keep the staff and 

the students of Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Preschool in His care.   

 

òin all your ways acknowledge him, and he 

will 

make your paths straight.ó 

Proverbs 3:6 

Good Shepherd Preschool                Pam Jovaag, Director  

Doris Enkemann has been selling quilt 

raffle tickets like gangbusters and is 

already over $200!  The quilt will be 

given away at our picnic ð September 

13 th. 

Scarves are being knitted and 

crocheted at a marvelous pace, and 

the ones Iõve seen are beautiful.  We 

will be selling some of these, probably 

around Thanksgiving, as another fund 

raiser.  (They would make marvelous 

Christmas gifts!) 

Please donõt forget that weõre 

collecting outerwear (both for adults 

and children) and blankets.  Items 

need to be clean, in good condition 

and not needing repair.  Look for the 

box in the narthex labeled òcoatsó.  

Items will be distributed as needed. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 

September 26th, at 10:00am.  At that time 

weõll be forming sub-committees to start 

working out the details.  There is still plenty 

to be done and anyone who wants to help 

is welcome.  Please come if you can. 

 

For those new to Good Shepherd, the 

Christmas Festival will be a holiday 

celebration for some of the families we 

have served through the food pantry during 

the past year.  There are plans for a meal, 

activities, gifts, Santa and entertainment.  

Hereõs just a quick update on where we 

stand with the preparations. 

Our first fund raiser ð the Car Show on 

August 1st ð was a terrific success.  We 

cleared just over $1,000 for our 

project!  Iõd like to thank everyone who 

was involved.  It was a lot of work, the 

coordination, registration, parking, 

food preparation, selling tickets and a 

myriad of other tasks.  I hesitate to 

òname namesó for fear of leaving 

someone out, but you were all 

important and you know who you are.  

Iõll just say òThanks - Good Jobó!  Iõd 

also like to thank everyone who came 

out for breakfast and to look at the 

cars.  Your support was vital to our 

success. 
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Christmas Festival Committee                                Judy Brookshire

Have you noticed all 

t he  ac t i v i t i e s 

planned for our 

congregation?  Our 

calendar is filling 

up!  When selecting 

a date for an event 

or meeting, please 

check the calendar 

to avoid conflicting 

t i mes .   Th e 

calendar on the 

website is updated 

regularly, so you 

can check it at 

home.  If you are at 

church, check the 

calendar on the wall 

near the office.   



WANTED ð A Board of Stewardship 

A stewardship definition commonly used 

throughout The Lutheran Church ð        

Missouri Synod is this: òChristian 

stewardship is the free and joyous activity 

of the child of God and Godõs family, the 

church, in managing all of life and lifeõs 

resources for Godõs purposes.ó 

 

As we work with the Shepherd to grow the 

flock, it is appropriate that as individuals 

and as a congregation we understand 

what God means by stewardship and how 

it supports His work.  The first 

responsibility assigned to the Board of 

Stewardship by our Constitution and        

Stewardship Committee                      Doug Fuge 
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Trustees                                                                       Vance Livingston  

A meeting will take place at 7:00 PM on September 15th to form an official Trustee 

Committee.  Anyone who would like to participate as a trustee, please attend.  The 

responsibility of a trustee is someone who can be called on  to make repairs or changes 

on the existing church building, equipment or parking area as well as upkeep of church 

grounds.  

Evangelism Committee                           Don Stone 

MULE CAMP MARKET FESTIVAL  

IS COMING  
 

Itõs Mule Camp time again in Gainesville!  

The Mule Camp Market will be held on 

October 9, 10 and 11 (Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday).  Mule Camp has proven to 

be an excellent opportunity to evangelize 

and to introduce Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church to the community.  Once 

By-laws is to study the Scriptural principles 

regarding the total stewardship calling of 

the Christian ð as a member of his family, 

as a neighbor and citizen, and as a 

congregation member ð and to share these 

insights with congregation members. 

 

As the appointed Director of the Board of 

Stewardship, I am requesting you, who are 

interested in sharing some of your time 

and talents in this endeavor, to join me in 

growing in our knowledge of stewardship, 

how it supports the Shepherdõs work, and 

in sharing our insights with others. Please 

let me know of your interest. 

Thrivent                    Kathy Zschoche  

Coming events from Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans  North Georgia Chapter 31279  
 

Sunday, November 1, 2009 at 5:00 PM 

Lutheran Heritage Night  
Featured event will be the film:  LUTHER 

The October Newsletter and posters will give 

details for the event 

 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 - 8:00-11:00 AM 

Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale  
Tickets will be available in Mid-October 

 

Sunday, November 8, 2009 

Election of Chapter Officers for 2010 

again we will be giving away Witness 

Bracelets and literature about Good 

Shepherd (no assembly required).  We will 

need 2-3 volunteers to man our booth for 

each two hour shift.  The festival hours are 

10 AM to 6 PM on Friday and Saturday and 

Noon to 5 PM (will likely close by 4 PM) on 

Sunday.  Please give serious consideration 

to helping us man our booth.  We will have 

a sign-up sheet in church every Sunday until 

the festival. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you love to sing, we want you in 
the choir!  Now is a great time to 
get in on our fall, Advent, and 
Christmas music.   
We welcome Celina Haupt to our 
music staff.  She will be working 
with music for children and youth 
and will be a wonderful addition to 
our music program. 

Martin Luther once 
said, "We cannot 
give God anything; 
for everything is 
already His, and all 
we have comes 
from Him.  We can 
only give him 
praise, thanks, and 
honor."  

Ablaze! Is the vision of 

LCMS World Mission to 

ignite a spark that would 

become a mission 

m o v e m e n t  o f 

individuals, groups, 

congregations, etc., all 

committed to the goal of 

reaching 100 million 

u n r e a c h e d  a n d 

uncommitted people 

with the Gospel by 

2017, which is the 

500th anniversary of the 

Reformation.   



The yard sale in August 

was a great success - 

we netted  $828, which 

will be divided among 

s e v e r a l  m i s s i o n 

organizations.  Last year we supported 

Good Shepherdõs Preschool and social 

ministry, as well as a local ministry to 

the hungry and several outreach 

ministries across the U.S.  Thanks to all 

the workers without whom the yard sale 

would not have been possible.  Thanks 

especially to Judy Brookshire, who 

worked every day of the week preceding 

the sale, as well as sale day itself.     

 

Our next meeting will be held Saturday, 

September 12, at 10:00 AM.  The 

elected board will meet just before the 

regular meeting, at 8:00 AM.   At this 

meeting, we will begin organizing for the 

coming year, setting goals, planning our 

meeting times and events, and even 

learning a little more about LWML.  All 

women of the congregation are invited 

to attend and learn more about LWML 

and what we do.  It is a great mission 

outreach organization and good 

fellowship for the women of our 

congregation.  We hope you will join us 

on Sept 12.   

 

LWML Sunday will be held on October 

4.  At that time, we will share the LWML 

experience with the congregation.   

 

The Florida-Georgia District LWML 

Retreat will be held September 25-27 

at the Sirata Beach 

R e s o r t  i n  S t . 

Petersburg, Florida.  

The cost is $105.  At 

this time, we have 

only one member of 

G o o d  S h ep h e rd 

attending, but there is 

still room if you would 

like to attend.  More information can be 

found on the LWML bulletin board, or 

see Margie Smith.   

                                          Margie Smith  
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Financial Reports                                     Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman  

From the Financial Secretary                                                                              

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of July 31, 

2009: 

 Income                                    July                     Year to Date 

 Budget                             $14,428.00              $108,208.00  

 Actual                                 14,535.84                110,679.72  

 Difference                         $    107.84              $     2,471.72 

From the Treasurer: 

Actual income for July was up $108 or 0.7% to budget, and continues up at $677 or .06%. 

YTD.  Details are posted in the narthex.  Through July total offerings are up $2,462 or 2.3% 

to budget and up $10,715 or 10.7% to last year.  

 
  July YTD 

Income   $   14,535.84   $ 119,069.72  

Expense   $   14,138.37   $ 114,479.83  

Net Ordinary Income  $       397.47   $    4,589.89  

    

PIANO FUND as of July 31   

Gifts + Matching Funds  $    3,831.60   

Goal   $    7,000.00   

% of Goal  54.7%  

Economic times 

are tough, and 

everything keeps 

getting more 

expensive. But 

God thoughtfully 

gives all of us a 

free yearly trip 

around the sun.  

Enjoy the ride!  
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Parish Fellowship                      Judy Brookshire  

Where did the summer go?  The past few 

months have been filled with activity, and 

now that the kids are back in school there 

will be many more activities to keep us 

busy.  With Good Shepherd going to two 

services, itõs going to be really important 

to plan and participate in events to keep 

our congregation as closely knit as it is 

now.  Please jot down dates of upcoming 

events and attend those that interest you.  

Our committee is just getting started, but 

we will have a preliminary  calendar for 

you next month. 

 

Our first annual (?) trip to see the Gwinnett 

Braves game on July 26th was a great   

success.  As you can see from the picture, 

some of the 30+ attendees went to enjoy 

the game, while the rest were probably 

enjoying refreshments!  It was a good out-

ing, one highlight being Pastor Ben      

snagging a G-Braves T-shirt!  To make the 

day perfect, the G-Braves defeated the 

Lehigh Valley Ironpigs by a score of 5 ð 1!  

I feel safe in saying a good time was had 

by all. 

 

Do you have a suggestion for an outing?  It 

doesnõt have to be sports related 

(although a hockey game was brought up).  

Just let us know and weõll see if we can 

make the arrangements. 

 

CHURCH PICNIC:  Our annual church picnic 

will be held on Sunday, September 13th.  

Although this yearõs picnic will once again 

be held at Good Shepherd, a possible 

change of venue and day for next yearõs 

picnic is being looked into. 

 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, 

lemonade, iced tea, water and coffee will 

be provided.  We will also have plates, 

cups, napkins and utensils.  Please bring 

your favorite picnic dish to share and, if 

youõd like, soft drinks for your family. 

 

The festivities will begin right after service.  

While the burgers and hot dogs are being 

prepared, there will be Rally Day activities 

for the youngsters in the rear parking lot.  

In addition, the LWML is once again      

sponsoring òBounce Housesó for the chil-

dren.  There will be one 10 x 10 exclusively 

for the little ones and a larger one for the 

older children.  We expect to start serving 

lunch right about noon.  After lunch there 

will be time for more fellowship, both   

indoors and out.  We hope you will be able 

to stay for a fun afternoon.  See you there! 

 

Thatõs about it for now.  If youõd like to be 

a part of the Parish Fellowship committee, 

we could certainly use your input.  Our 

next meeting has not been scheduled yet, 

but will be announced.  Come join us! 

Do all the good you can,  

By all the means you can,  

In all the ways you can,  

In all the places you can,  

At all the times you can,  

To all the people you can,  

As long as ever you can.  

                 - John Wesley 

www.goodshepherdgainesville.org 


