
Dear Fellow Followers of the Shepherd, 

 

October brings several exciting things in 

my mind.  First is some cooler weather 

(Yeah!  I survived my first Hotlanta 

summer, and it was very tolerable...Iõm 

going to make it here in the South!), the 

changing color and falling of the leaves, 

Oktoberfest (that solemn German 

Lutheran celebration), trick-or-treating and 

more than my fair share of Reeseõs 

Peanut Butter Cups (I only binge once a 

year!), and finally at the end of the month 

ð the Festival of Reformation.  This year 

Thrivent will be hosting us to fellowship, 

refreshments and the movie Luther on 

Sunday night, November 1st.  If youõve 

never seen the movie and even if you 

have, itõs a great reminder of our heritage 

as Lutheran Christians.  Reformation isnõt 

a celebration of the human being Martin 

Luther but rather a celebration of what he 

stood for ð Faith Alone, Grace Alone, 

Christ Alone, and Scripture Alone. 

 

One other thing this month that Iõm very 

excited about is a trip Iõll be taking to 

Guatemala ð no, not to get away from a 

busy schedule or to drink cocktails on the 

beach but rather to scout out a place for 

our congregation to serve.  The mountain 

peoples of Guatemala are some of the 

poorest in our hemisphere.  I was there in 

August, 2005 and witnessed firsthand the 

abject poverty in which those people live ð 

10x10 shanties made of scraps found in 

the junk yard, no running water, no sewer 

system, no electricity in many places.  To 

think that other human beings scavenge 

through the garbage for their livelihood 

was unbearably difficult to see.  Call me 

crazy, but I want to go back. 

 

There is a ministry called CALMS (Google 

them for more information) which brings 

Christ to the people of Guatemala in three 

distinct ways:  Vacation Bible School for 

kids, construction projects for homeless 

families, and a medical clinic.  In order to 

explore how we as a congregation might 

get involved, there are a couple leaders 

going with me to scout things out:  Don 

Stone, our evangelism board chair; Pam 

Jovaag, one of our resident VBS experts; 

Richard Gomez, a physician in our 

congregation; Nancy Thiessen, an RN; and 

my Father, Doug Haupt, an expert in 

building everything from birdhouses and 

pine-wood derby cars to jails, hospitals, 

and shopping malls.  Weõll be there 

October 17th ð 22nd. 

 

When we get back, weõll be making a 

presentation to the congregation about 

how we can get involved in Guatemala 

and even back here in the States in short 

term mission work.  Iõve seen countless 

lives changed on the short term mission 

field, not only the people we intend to 

serve but even our own as we get out of 

our comfort zone and have to rely on 

Christ to give to others.  I would ask you all 

to keep our team in your prayers as we 

travel ð that God would give us safe travel, 

that our hearts would break even as our 

Fatherõs does when He considers the 

plight of these people, and that we would 

be equipped by the Holy Spirit to share the 

Good News of Jesus with the people of 

Guatemala. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Ben 

Message from Pastor Ben:    

The Good Shepherdõs Voice 
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ñAnd rain fell on the earth forty days and 

forty nights.ò                                                                                       

Genesis 7:12 

 
Can you imagine forty days of continuous 

rain after experiencing nine days of rain as 

of this writing?  The drought we 

experienced not long ago now seems like a 

distant memory.  Will the rain ever stop? 

Just as God remembered Noah, his family 

and the animals and finally stopped the 

rain falling from the sky, God remembers 

us and will bring the bright, beautiful sun, 

moon and stars back for us to enjoy once 

again. 

 

The students at Good Shepherd Preschool 

learned all about Noah, the reason God 

sent the flood, and the covenant God made 

with Noah that still applies to us today.  We 

are experiencing a few rainy days, not 150 

days floating in an ark filled with live 

animals!  Never again will there be a flood 

to destroy all living creatures. 

 

Wetness not only comes in the form of 

rain, but also in the form of tears and 

September had its share of tears.  There 

was no threat of flooding; however, the 

tears were real and continuous.  Several 

children were having difficulty letting go of 

mom/dad in the morning upon their arrival 

at preschool.  Just as the rains stopped for 

Noah and will stop for us, the tears have 

disappeared and the children are now 

beginning their preschool days with smiles 

and hugs for their teachers and friends.  

Last week we turned the corner and had a 

student cry at the end of preschool 

because he was not ready to go home!  

Praise be to God who performs miracles 

each and every day. 

 

ñI establish my covenant with you;  Never 

again will all life                                                                    

be cut off by the waters of a flood; never 

again will there be                                                             

a flood to destroy the earth.ò  Genesis 9:11 

Good Shepherd Preschool                Pam Jovaag, Director  

From the Treasurer: 

Actual income for August was down $379 or 1.9% to budget, but remains up at $298 or 

0.2%. YTD.  Details are posted in the narthex.  Through August total offerings are up 

$2,903 or 2.3% to budget and up $14,331 or 12.5% to last year.  

From the Financial Secretary                                                                              

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of August 31, 

2009: 

 Income                                  August                     Year to Date 

 Budget                             $18,033.00                  $126,241.00  

 Actual                                 18,474.00                    129,153.72  

 Difference                         $    441.00                  $     2,912.72 
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Financial Reports                                   Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman  

 
Thank you, God, for 
children ... 
... whose sparkling eyes 
do not search for flaws,  
but look for love; 
... whose loving arms are 
not withheld from those  
who look or think 
differently; 
... whose creative minds 
are not stifled by the 
desire to make more 
money;  
... whose candid words 
do not say one thing and 
mean another; 
... whose hopes and 
dreams are not 
hampered by what  
the neighbors may think; 
... whose gentle kisses 
share the tenderness and 
the need for loving 
security. 

  August  YTD 

Income   $   19,519.00   $ 138,558.72  

Expense   $   16,315.29   $ 130,833.58  

Net Ordinary Income  $     3,203.71   $    7,755.14  

    

Christmas Festival - Car Show  Fund Raiser   

Receipts    Entries $1,568.23  

                Quilt Raffle 100.00  

                    Total Receipts $1,668.23  

Expenses   Trophies 159.43  

                Breakfast Supplies  330.75  

                    Total Expenses 490.18  

              Profit on Car Show $1,178.05 

  



As we work with the Shepherd to grow the 

flock, we are reminded that by virtue of 

creation and our re-creation in Holy 

Baptism, we belong to the Lord [Gen. 1:1; 

Is. 43:1-31; Rom. 6:1-11; 2 Cor. 5:14-17; 

Eph 2:8-10]. 

 

What gifts have you received?                    

1 Corinthians 12:4-31 speaks of the gifts 

God dispenses and how they are to work 

together for His edification.  Also, 1 Peter 

4:10 states  òEach one should use 

whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering Godõs 

grace in its various forms.ó  Look for a 

forthcoming Time & Talents Survey that 

will help us to match your gifts with 

opportunities to work with the Shepherd to 

grow the flock. 

Stewardship Committee                            Doug Fuge 
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Social Ministry             Betty Dyarmett

Seventeen families were provided with 

food in August.  Forty-three adults and 

twenty-three children benefited from our 

The Boards and Committees of the 

congregation are currently working on a 

proposed budget for 2010 that will aid in 

growing the flock within the congregation, 

within our community and throughout the 

nations. We will place special emphasis on 

our three targets of Youth Ministry, 

Community Outreach, and Young Children 

and Families. If you have any input you 

would like to have considered, please 

speak to a Director or member of the 

responsible Board or Committee, or give a 

note to me and I will forward it for prayerful 

consideration. 

New Piano                                                                     Priscilla Jefcoat  

I would like to offer thanks to God and to 

all those who contributed to our recently 

purchased piano.  Our new four-foot, 

eleven-inch Yamaha baby grand piano 

adds so much to our worship, and we are 

indebted to all who had a hand in its 

purchase.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Please go ahead and mark October 25, 

Reformation Sunday, at 4:00 on your 

calendar.  We will have a music 

Food Pantry.  Four families received Bibles.  

Through your contributions of food and 

financial support, we are helping those in 

the community in unfortunate situations.  

Thank you for keeping our pantry well 

supplied. 

 

ITEMS FOR OCTOBER:  PERSONAL ITEMS:  

shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, tooth- 

brushes, deodorant, diapers. 

Stewardship is not 

just raising funds;  

i t  i s  r a i s i n g 

Christians.  

 

Stewardship is not a 

matter of budgets; 

itõs a matter of 

faith.  

celebration to dedicate 

our new instrument.  Weõll 

involve as many people as 

possible, so if you would 

like to participate, please 

let me know.  Music will 

include solos, duets, 

e n s e m b l e s ,  a n d 

congregational singing, and each number 

will include the piano.  It will be an exciting 

program you wonõt want to miss!   

Mule Camp                                              Don Stone 

Itõs Mule Camp time again in Gainesville!  The Mule Camp Market will be held on October 

9, 10 and 11 (Friday, Saturday and Sunday).  Mule Camp has proven to be an excellent 

opportunity to evangelize and to introduce Good Shepherd Lutheran Church to the 

community.  Once again we will be giving away Witness Bracelets and literature about 

Good Shepherd. We will need 2-3 volunteers to man our booth for each two hour shift.  

The festival hours are 10 AM to 6 PM on Friday and Saturday and Noon to 5 PM on 

Sunday.   We will have a sign-up sheet in church every Sunday until the festival. 

òNext to the Word of 
God, the noble art of 
music is the greatest 
treasure in the 
world.ó  
           ñMartin Luther   



The mission of the 

Lutheran Womenõs 

Missionary League is to 

assist each woman of the 

Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Synod in affirming her relationship with the 

Triune God so that she is enabled to use her 

gifts in ministry to the people of the world.   

 

On October 4, we will celebrate LWML 

Sunday.  On that day, women will serve in 

many capacities during the service.  The 

service itself will highlight the great 

missionary work of the LWML.     

 

On October 17, we are invited with other 

women from the congregations in our zone 

(circuit) to gather together for a day of 

fellowship, Bible study, and mission service 

at Trinity Lutheran Church in Athens, GA.    

The òGifts From The Heartó items that we are 

asked to bring to give to the community are 

laundry baskets and cleaning supplies, 

which will benefit Athens Area Interfaith 

Hospitality Network.  We will meet at the 

church at 8:00 AM to carpool to Athens.  All 

women of the church are invited.  

Registration is $10.  RSVP to Margie Smith 

by Oct. 11.  

 

This year we will have our 

f i rst  annual Good 

Shepherd  Lu theran 

Church Womenõs Retreat 

on November 6-8, 2009 

at the Retreat at Blue 

Sage in Big Canoe, GA.  Registration is $98, 

which includes meals, lodging and 

materials.  The house will hold 15 women 

so space is limited.  (The first 15 paid 

registrations will get to attend.).  The house 

is a beautiful 5 bedroom/4.5 bathroom 

with all the luxuries you can imagine!  There 

is still space available, so please contact 

Celina Haupt for registration forms or more 

information.     

 

 Our next LWML meeting will be on 

Saturday, October 3.  I hope you will join us!   

 

                                          Margie Smith  
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Thrivent                           Kathy Zschoche  

A young businessman 
was making a trip 
through the South for 
the first time in his life. 
Stopping at a roadside 
diner for breakfast, he 
ordered scrambled eggs 
and sausage. When the 
waitress brought his 
order, he noticed a 
white blob on his plate. 
òWhatõs that?ó he 
asked.  
òThemõs grits, suh,ó she 
replied.  
òBut I didnõt order 
grits,ó he said.  
òYou donõt order grits,ó 
she answered. òThey 
just come.ó  
 
A preacher, telling the 
story later, said, òThat 
is very much like grace. 
You donõt order it. It 
just comes.ó  
 
ñM. Scott Peck in  
The Road Less Traveled 

Lutheran Heritage Night 

Sunday, November 1 
 

Come Join us:  

5 - 6 PM Fellowship & Light Refreshments 

6PM Movie - Luther (PG-13) 

 

This epic movie 

follows the life of 

Martin Luther (Joseph 

Fiennes), author of 

the then-controversial 

95 Theses and 

founding father of the 

Protestant church 

who, with the courage 

of his convictions, 

faced the wrath of 

the church in the 16th century, all in the 

name of religious freedom. Co-stars Alfred 

Molina as John Tetzel, Jonathan Firth as 

Girolamo Aleander, Claire Cox as 

Katharina von Bora and Sir Peter Ustinov 

as Fredrick the Wise. 

 

There is NO COST for this eveningõs event.  

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale 
 

Saturday, Nov 7  

8:00 - 11:00 AM 

Adults - $5.00   

Children - $3.00 

 

Tickets available 

mid-October from 

Thrivent 

members.  
 

Sponsored by:  

North Georgia Chapter  

of Thrivent Financial #31279  

and  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Christ Lutheran church 

Faith Lutheran Church 
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Parish Fellowship                      Judy Brookshire  

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  

Since weõve started the new two-service 

schedule, our Sunday morning fellowship 

will be modified over the next few weeks 

to see what works best.  If you have 

already signed up to provide refreshments, 

or if youõd like to participate, please 

contact Judy Brookshire for further details 

before the date youõve selected.  Thank 

you so much for volunteering to serve. 

 

WHATõS COMING UP IN OCTOBER:  Hereõs 

a quick look at some of the activities 

which will either be held at Good Shepherd 

or that Good Shepherd will be 

participating in.  Further details will be 

provided by sponsoring groups as the 

dates draw near. 

Sunday, Oct. 4th ð LWML Sunday 

Friday thru Sunday, Oct. 9-11 ð Mule 

Camp Springs (Evangelism/Christian 

Ed.) 

Saturday, Oct. 10th ð Strategic 

Planning Meeting 9:00 ð 2:30 

Sunday; Oct. 11th ð Recognition 

Sunday for Clergy, Teachers, Elders & 

Council 

Saturday; Oct. 17th ð LWML Fall Zone 

Rally ð Athens 

Saturday, October 17th - Corn Maze 

for Youth 

Saturday, Oct. 24th ð Baby Shower for 

Michelle House ð 10:00am 

Saturday, Oct. 24th ð Tailgate Party w/ 

Trunk or Treat ð 5:00 pm ð sponsored 

by STAFF (Junior Youth group) 

 Sunday, Oct. 25th ð Piano Dedication 

Concert ð 4:00 pm 

Whew!  Thatõs quite a list!  Hopefully youõll 

find something youõd like to attend and/or 

participate in.  And nowé 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Hereõs the scoop for 

November and December.  Weõll fill in the 

details later, but mark your calendars now! 

 November 

Sunday, Nov. 1st ð Lutheran Heritage 

Night 5:00 pm ð sponsored by 

Thrivent 

Friday thru Sunday, Nov. 6-8 ð 

Womenõs Retreat 

Saturday, Nov. 7th ð Pancake 

Breakfast (Thrivent) 

Sunday, Nov. 22nd - Congregational 

Holiday Dinner ð 5:00 pm 

December 

Saturday, Dec. 12th ð Christmas 

Festival Dinner ð 12:00 noon 

Thursday, Dec. 31st ð New Yearõs Eve 

Celebration ð 8:00 pm until? 

 

AND ONE LAST TEASER:  Carnivale will 

return in 2010 on Saturday, February 13th.  

Ask any long-time GSLC member about it 

and they are sure to regale you with some 

favorite memories!  Good Shepherdõs Got 

Talent!  We know itõs out there!  Start 

thinking about an act for the 

entertainment portion of the evening! 

 

Remember ð if you have any suggestions 

for an activity or outing, please let me 

know and weõll see if we can make it 

happen! 

 Pastor appreciation  

 Many churches observe October as Pastor Appreciation Month.  Given the reluctance of 

many pastors to call attention to themselves, itõs not likely that they will mention 

anything about being appreciated.                  .  

 

Were someone to ask a pastor, however, what might be done to show appreciation to 

him or her, the answer would likely be, óPray for me.ó 

 

St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except that others pray for him. To the 

church at Rome, he wrote, òI appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, 

that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem 

may be acceptable to the saints, so that by Godõs will I may come to you with joy and be 

refreshed in your companyó  Romans 15:30-32, NRSV 

 

  Encourage pastor by assuring him of your prayers and love. 

To be a Christian 
without prayer is no 
more possible than 
to be alive without 
breathing.  
       ñMartin Luther  

For some years now I 

have read through the 

Bible twice every year.  

If you picture the 

Bible to be a mighty 

tree and every word a 

little branch, I have 

shaken every one of 

these branches 

because I wanted to 

know what it was and 

what it meant.   

        - Martin Luther  
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A Prayer for Pumpkin People 
 

After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular 
childrenõs book The Pumpkin Patch Parable, 
people began using her analogies to say a prayer 
while carving their Halloween pumpkins. The 
pumpkin prayer, a Christian alternative to 
Halloween traditions, reminds people of all ages 
what God has done for us. Use it this fall when 
your family makes jack -oõ-lanterns.  
 
While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, 
òLord, open my mind so I can learn new things 
about you.ó   (See Proverbs 1:7.)  
 
While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, 
òRemove the things in my life that donõt please 
you. Forgive the wrong things I do, and help me 
forgive others.ó   (See Matthew 6:14-15.)  
 
While making eyes, pray, òOpen my eyes to see 
the beauty youõve made in the world around 
me.ó (See Psalm 104:24.)  
 
While making the nose, pray, òIõm sorry for the  
times Iõve turned up my nose at your many 
gifts.ó  (See James 1:17.)  
 
While making the mouth, pray, òLet everything I 
say please you.ó (See Psalm 19:14.)  
 
While lighting the candle, pray, òLord, help me  
show your light to others through the things I 
do.ó   (See Matthew 5:16.)  
 
After carving your pumpkins, display them as 
examples of how Godõs love transforms us into 
new creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)  
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STAFF (Junior Youth)                        Susan Barkley  

We are so excited that Sunday School has 
started back and that we are able to meet 
each week to hear more about Godõs 

word with our friends in StAfF .  We are 

starting off with some history on Martin 
Luther.  The material is exciting and Carl is 

off to a great start with his leadership in 
the class.  When asked Sunday about a 
Theme song, they thought òIf Youõre 
Happy and You Know Itó was a good 
choice.   Fun groupé   

 
We are busy 
planning for the 
Tailgate Party and 
Trunk or Treat to 

be October 24
th

 
s t a r t i n g  a t 

5:00.  StAfF  has 

tickets on sale for 
$5 ($3 for 

children 7 and younger) for the tailgate 
meal.  So no need to cook, buy your 
tickets, and come enjoy the fun.  Weõll 
have games for all ages, weather 
permitting outside.   The children and 
youth would also love for you to bring 
treats to participate in the trunk or treat 

toward the end of the evening.   This can 
be a lot of fun for everyone.   If you do not 
know what Trunk or Treat is ask any 

member of StAfF  and we will be happy to 

explain.  We hope that you will SAVE THIS 
DATE (October 24

th
) and come out for a 

great night.   This is not an exclusive event 
invite your friends and neighbors to come 
enjoy a tailgate meal with you and 
support the youth at GSLC.    

F
or it is by grace you have been saved, through faith

ñ
and this 

not from
 yourselves, it is the gift of G

od
ñ

 not by w
orks, so 

that no one can boast.  E
phesians 2:8

-9
 

Also we will go to a local 
corn maze on October 
17

th
.  Watch your 

bulletin and check the 
church calendar on -line 

to see the time and 
location.  We will leave 
late afternoon to go on a 
fun evening of finding 
your way out of the corn 
maze.  There are also 
hayrides, pumpkins, and 
other activities available 
at this venue.  Anyone who would like to 
come along is welcome.          
 

We had a great day with the group that 
went white water rafting.   We had a 
group of 27 people brave enough to go 
down the river.   It was a fun day and a 
great experience.  I think everyone is ready 
to try that adventure again.  
 
It was a busy month in September getting 
their room ready and coordinating all the 
activities that they are currently involved in 

as a group. 
 
Thank you for your supporté 
 

StAfF  

Grace  

Grace is like getting two more days to 

complete an assignment even though youõve 

goofed off for six weeks and missed the 

deadline.  

         

Grace is getting another chance even though 

you havenõt earned it or deserved it.  

 

Grace is Godõs unmerited favor, mercy and 

love, by which we are justified freely.                                                                                                                                                                                

ñFritz Ridenour 

 


