
Dear People of the Word, 

 

When I was in Germany during the 2002-

2003 school year, I was also engaged to a 

certain Celina Hall who was living and 

teaching High School English back in 

Evansville, IN.  We were apart for 10 long 

months.  I did come back to America for 

Christmas, and she visited on her Spring 

Break.  However, the three months in 

between each visit were very tough.  We 

depended  ma in ly  on  wr i t t en 

communication, letters through snail mail, 

email, and the then relatively new chat 

rooms.  When I couldnõt talk with Celina on 

the phone, Iõd pull out a letter sheõd 

written and let myself be reminded of her 

love for me. 

 

Itõs kind of like that in our relationship with 

God.  Because of the Fall into sin, we 

cannot at this time talk with God face-to-

face.  When Jesus finally comes back to 

take us all to heaven with Him, then we 

will see face-to-face.  But as Paul says, for 

now we see through a glass darkly.  What 

we do have right now on this side of 

heaven is a collection of wonderful love 

notes from our Heavenly Father written to 

us throughout the ages.  Have you ever 

taken the time to sit down and read 

through all 66?  Luther once said that he 

read through the Bible twice every year.  I 

know Iõm not quite there yet (not even 

close!)  But what if we as a congregation 

committed to reading through the Bible 

just once over the course of a year?  It 

would mean reading about 3-4 chapters a 

day, approximately 15-20 minutes.  Talk 

about something worth doing! 

 

Well, thatõs my challenge to Good 

Shepherd for 2010.  Starting in January, 

we will as a congregation read through the 

Bible, Genesis to Revelation in 12 months.  

I will provide you every Sunday with a brief 

summary of every dayõs readings for the 

upcoming week.  If you miss a day, you 

read the summary of the stuff you missed 

and you jump back in.  Iõll also be 

preaching through the Bible over the 

course of the year ð 52 sermons to give a 

good overview of how the 66 books all fit 

together to tell one story. 

 

But the thing Iõm most excited about is the 

opportunity for us to gather in small 

groups to dive even deeper into each of 

the books of the Bible.  A number of 

people have agreed to host a small group 

in their home or to facilitate a group on 

Sunday morning at Good Shepherd.  In 

these small groups, youõll have a chance 

to discuss what youõre reading but most 

importantly to apply Godõs love letters to 

your daily lives.  Each small group session 

will start off with an opening / ice-

breaking question related to the theme of 

the study.  Then, you will watch a 10 

minute video of yours truly talking through 

a bit of history or theology that you need 

to better understand the particular book of 

the Bible youõll be studying.  Then, there 

will be a list of discussion questions that 

will lead you to search the Scriptures 

together and make application in real and 

personal ways.   

 

The small groups will be offered in a 

variety of locations and at a variety of 

times.  You will have a chance to sign up 

to be in one of these groups on November 

8, 15, and 22.  I pray that this will shape 

us in real and lasting ways to be the 

people of God, but most of all I pray that 

we would come to know the immense love 

of God through His love letters to us.   

 

Blessings,   

 

Pastor Ben 

Message from Pastor Ben:    

The Good Shepherdõs Voice 
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òJesus loves the little children, All the children of 

the world; 

Red and yellow, black and white, They are 

precious in His sight; 

Jesus loves the little children of the world.ó 

 
This well-known childrenõs song is a 

favorite chapel selection for the students of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool.  It 

expresses Godõs love through His son 

Jesus, that all children are considered 

special and are called to be His children no 

matter where in the world they live or what 

color skin they have.  This assurance is 

important for all of us since regardless of 

age, color, or race; we are all Godõs 

children. 

 

John assures us in John 1:12 of Godõs 

promise, òYet to all who received him 

(Christ), to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of 

God ð children born not of natural descent, 

nor of human decision or a husbandõs will, 

but born of God.ó  Membership in Godõs 

family is a gift, by Godõs grace alone, not by 

any human achievement. 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool 

embraces Godõs love and His gift of grace 

to be called His children.  Therefore, as 

children of God, the staff follows Mosesõ 

instruction to the Israelites in 

Deuteronomy; to impress upon our children 

the commandments given to us by God.  

These commandments include all 

contained in Godõs Word and our children 

encompass all of Godõs children.  

 

The children served at Good Shepherd 

Preschool are sincerely treated, taught and 

loved as our own.  God brought these little 

children to us so that we may teach them 

òéthe discipline of the Lord your God: his 

majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched 

arm; the signs he performedéó (Dt 11:2,3). 

 

As I write and contemplate these words, I 

am also preparing to go and teach more of 

Godõs children in another country.  Luke 

confirms Godõs promise is for everyone in 

Acts 2:39, òThe promise is for you and your 

children and for all who are far off ð for all 

whom the Lord our God will call.ó  May 

each of us continue to share Godõs love 

through our relationships with all of Godõs 

children that cross our paths.   

 
òAnd he (Jesus) took the children in his arms, 

put his hands on them and blessed them.ó  

Mark 10:16 

Good Shepherd Preschool                Pam Jovaag, Director  
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Social Ministry             Betty Dyarmett

FOOD ITEMS FOR NOVEMBER:  

Traditional Thanksgiving non-perishable 

foods and personal items.  We continue 

to need shampoo, toothpaste and 

toothbrushes. 

 

GROCERY BAGS NEEDED ð paper bags 

are used to pack the food given to 

families and we are running low.  If you 

can pick up a few extra at the grocery 

store or have some at home to donate, 

they would be greatly appreciated and 

put to good use. 

 

Our Food Pantry volunteers were busy in 

September.  We helped 30 families, 73 

adults and 53 children and also gave three 

Bibles. 

 

Thanks to Janet Fitzgerald for volunteering 

as a substitute this month. 

 

Six families who have come to our Food 

Pantry this year will receive a Thanksgiving 

basket for their holiday dinner.  Dan and 

Nell Purdy are generously providing the 

food to make this possible. 

 

Our pantry is presently well stocked with 

food.  However, with the Thanksgiving 

holiday coming we can use some foods that 

m a k e  t h i s  m e a l  s p e c i a l .  

Sooooooooooooooooooo: 

 

As a doctor 
examined a 4-year
-old boy, he 
thought it would 
be interesting to 
let the lad listen 
to the beating of 
his own heart. 
With the listening 
device in his ears 
and the probe on 
his heart, the boy 
was asked, òWhat 
do you hear?ó  
 
The boy, who 
attended Sunday 
school regularly, 
responded, òIs 
that Jesus 
knocking?ó 



As we work with the Shepherd to grow the 

flock, we are reminded that we have been 

entrusted with life and lifeõs resources and 

given the privilege of responsibly and 

joyfully managing them for Him [Gen. 

2:15; Ps. 24:1; Ps. 89:11; 1 Chron. 29:1-

20; 2 Cor. 8:1-7; Luke 12:41-48; 1 Tim. 

6:17-19]. 

 

 As the boards and committees have 

developed the budget for next year, they 

have been guided by our God-given Great 

Commission of Matthew 28:18-20, our 

God-inspired vision of working with the 

Shepherd to grow the flock, and the areas 

God has revealed He is already at work in 

at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  If you 

have doubts about where God is already at 

work, pray and observe the growth in our 

outreach ministry, the growth of our youth 

ministry and the growth in numbers and 

industry of the young children and families 

in our midst.  The proposed budget will 

Stewardship Committee                            Doug Fuge 
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contain the goals and objectives of the 

various administrative boards and 

committees to support Godõs work over the 

coming year. After final Church Council 

review and approval on November 11, the 

written proposal will be provided to each 

family.  Plan to pick up your copy on 

Sunday, November 15, or look for it in the 

mail. Please review the proposal, address 

questions to the responsible board or 

committee and pray that the Lord will 

enable us to implement the actions that 

support His purposes.  The Voters 

Assembly is scheduled to meet at 4:00 PM 

on Sunday, October 22, just prior to the 

Thanksgiving dinner, for final discussion 

and approval of the budget for 2010.  Put 

this important event on your calendar.  As 

a member of Christõs body, the church, 

your contribution to Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Churchõs plan for 2010 is vital to 

our realization of His plans for us.      

Financial Reports                                   Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman  

From the Financial Secretary                                                                              

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of Sept 30, 2009: 
 Income                               September                   Year to Date 

 Budget                             $14,428.00                  $140,669.00  

 Actual                                 14,902.74                    144,056.46  

 Difference                         $    474.74                  $     3,387.46 
          

From the Treasurer: 

Actual income for September was down $1,095 or 6.4% to budget, and is off a tick at     

 -$798 or -0.5% YTD.  For September, total offerings were up $475 or 3.3% to budget.   Year-

to-date total offerings are up $3,377 or 2.4% to budget, and up $16,236 or 12.7% over last 

year.  Included in September expenditures is a disbursement for $3,124 of our unspent 

mission budget to the Florida-Georgia District to help alleviate district budget shortfalls.  

Financial statements are posted in the narthex.   

                             September                    Year to Date 

 Income                              $16,022.74                   $154,611.46  

 Expense                               18,666.64                     149,500.22  

 Net Ordinary Income        $ (2,643.90)                 $    5,111.24 

$14,428.00 

òThere are three kinds 
of giving: grudge giving, 
duty giving and thanks-
giving.  
 
Grudge giving says, ôI 
have toõ; duty giving 
says, ôI ought toõ; and 
thanksgiving says, ôI 
want to.õ  
 
The latter comes from a 
full heart. Thanksgiving 
is an open gate into the 
love of God.ó 
  
ñRobert N. Rodenmayer 

November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of a new church year.  The 

word Advent means òthe comingó and during the Advent season, we prepare for the 

coming of Christ at Christmas.  There are many ways your family can celebrate Advent at 

home.  Instructions for making and using an Advent wreath are on page 6.  Another great 

tradition to help children celebrate Advent and prepare for Christmas is the Advent 

Calendar.  Whether homemade or purchased, each calendar has a number of òwindowsó 

that are opened up to reveal Christian Symbols, Bible verses or pictures associated with 

Christmas.  The final window, which traditionally portrays the manger scene, is opened on 

December 24.  Advent wreaths, devotions and calendars may be purchased at a local 

Christian store, or ordered from Christian catalogs available in the church office. 

òThanksgiving 
was never 

meant to be shut 
up in a single 

day.ó  

     ñRobert Caspar                    
       Lintner  



Eight women from Good 

Shepherd LWML attended 

the Northeast Georgia 

Zone LWML Rally in 

Athens October 17th.  

These rallies are one of 

the reasons LWML was formedé to allow 

women from many congregations to gather 

together for fellowship and to support 

missions. 

 

We are excited about the 

womenõs retreat scheduled 

for November 6-8 at the 

Retreat at Blue Sage in Big 

Canoe, GA.  It looks as though we  will have 

a full house!   The group is diverse:  young 

women with small children, and grandmas; 

longtime members of Good Shepherd and 

women who are not yet members.   Celina 

and her committee have planned a 

wonderful weekend for rest, relaxation, and 

renewal.    

 

 Our next LWML meeting will be on 

Saturday, November 14. Join us for Bible 

study and fellowship.  Please bring 

something for the food pantry with you.  

Our project for the month will be repairing 

Christmons for the Christmas tree.   

                                          Margie Smith  
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Thrivent                           Kathy Zschoche  

Lutheran Heritage Night 
Sunday, November 1 

Come Join us:  

5 - 6 PM Fellowship & Light Refreshments 

6PM Movie - Luther (PG-13) 

 

There is NO COST for this eveningõs event.  
 

This epic movie follows the life of Martin Luther (Joseph Fiennes), 

author of the then-controversial 95 Theses and founding father of 

the Protestant church who, with the courage of his convictions, 

faced the wrath of the church in the 16th century, all in the name 

of religious freedom. Co-stars Alfred Molina as John Tetzel, 

Jonathan Firth as Girolamo Aleander, Claire Cox as Katharina von 

Bora and Sir Peter Ustinov as Fredrick the Wise. 

 

Sponsored by:  

North Georgia Chapter of Thrivent Financial #31279  

and  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Christ Lutheran Church     Faith Lutheran Church 

COMMEMORATIVE COOK BOOK 

As most of you have heard, Good Shepherd will be celebrating our 50th anniversary in 2010.  

As part of this celebration, we will be publishing a new cook book.  Our goal is to have at 

least one recipe from each family at Good Shepherd.  So please, as you prepare for another 

holiday season, go through your favorite recipes and select some to submit.   This is not just 

for women - weõd love to hear from the men and children of the congregation as well! 

 

Along with new recipes, we will include some old favorites from our current cook book, so if 

there are any you are particularly fond of, please let us know so they can be included. 

 

Weõd like to submit the material to the publisher as soon as we can after the first of the 

year.  Beginning November 1st, there will be a box in the narthex for your recipes, or you can 

e-mail them to judy.brookshire@gmail.com.  Please be sure to note òrecipeó or òcook bookó 

on the subject line.  And ð donõt forget to include your name!  

When we look at 
what we want, 
and then com-
pare that with 
what we have, 
we shall be un-
happy.  
 
When we think 
about what we 
really deserve, 
and then com-
pare that with 
what we actually 
have, we shall 
thank God. 
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Parish Fellowship                      Judy Brookshire  

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  

There are still plenty of opportunities for 

you to sign up for refreshments.  You can 

select òEó which is 9:30 ð 10:45, or òLó 

which is after late service.  Since weõve 

gone to 2 services, fellowship is more vital 

than ever to keep our congregation united.  

Please volunteer to help if you can.  Thank 

you. 

 

WHATõS COMING UP IN NOVEMBER:  

Hereõs a quick look at whatõs coming up. 

Sunday, Nov.    1st  ð    Thrivent  will  host      

òLutheran Heritage Nightó, beginning at 

5:00.  There will be light refreshments and 

a movie about the life of Martin Luther. 

Friday thru Sunday, Nov. 6-8 ð Womenõs 

Retreat 

Saturday, Nov. 7th ð Pancake Breakfast 

(Thrivent) 

Sunday, Nov. 22nd ð Our annual Thanks-

giving Dinner will be held starting at 5:00. 

Turkey, dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes 

and drinks will be provided.  Please bring 

(if the first letter of your last name begins 

with): A ð G    Desserts 

 H ð M   Vegetables 

 N ð Z    Salads / Breads 

Hope youõll be able to join us! 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Hereõs the scoop for 

December.  Weõll fill in the details later, 

but mark your calendars now! 

Saturday, Dec. 12th ð Christmas Festival 

Dinner ð 12:00 noon 

Thursday, Dec. 31st ð New Yearõs Eve 

Celebration ð 8:00 pm until? 

 

AND ONE LAST REMINDER:  Carnivale will 

return in 2010 on Saturday, February 13th.  

Ask any long-time GSLC member about it 

and they are sure to regale you with some 

favorite memories!  Good Shepherdõs Got 

Talent!  We know itõs out there!  Start 

thinking about an act for the 

entertainment portion of the evening!  

Contact Thomas Gaddy or Shaun 

Anderson with your ideas. 

 

Remember ð if you have any suggestions 

for an activity or outing, please let me 

know and weõll see if we can make it 

happen! 

____________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

Preparations for òChristmas Festival 

2009ó are progressing.  This is a service 

event for Good Shepherd ð a community 

outreach to the families we have served in 

our Food Pantry over the past year.  The 

date is Saturday, December 12th, at noon.  

We are planning a dinner, activities for the 

children, a visit from Santa and an angel 

tree with gifts for the children.  Watch your 

bulletins for details and updates and learn 

how you can help with this project. 

 

Now to the òbottom line.ó  In August, we 

held a very successful car show, which 

raised over $1000, and Doris Enkemannõs 

quilt raffle made over $250!  We can still 

use more!  There have been some very 

dedicated knitters, crocheters and crafty 

folks turning out lovely scarves and other 

items for sale.  You can help by doing 

some of your Christmas shopping with us 

on November 15th, 22nd and 29th, when all 

these items will be on display and for sale 

after both services.  All proceeds will go to 

the Christmas Festival fund. 

 

There is still plenty to do and lots of time 

for you to get involved.  Our next meeting 

will be on Saturday, October 31st, at 

10:00am.  Please plan to attend and learn 

more about the project. 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale 
 

Saturday, Nov 7  

8:00 - 11:00 AM 

Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall 

Adults - $5.00   Children - $3.00 

 

Tickets available from Thrivent members.  
 

A Thrivent Financial Activity with Supplemental Funding 

Blessed are those 
who have learned  
to admire but not 
envy;  
to follow but not 
imitate;  
to praise but not 
flatter;  
and to lead but not 
manipulate.  
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Make an Advent Wreath  
 

Did you know that Advent wreaths were 

originally used in the home?  They didnõt 

become popular in churches until the middle 

of the twentieth century.  The word Advent 

means òthe coming.ó  It is a time when we 

prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  

 

You can make an Advent wreath, using 

greens from the yard, florist wire, pine cones, 

candles and candle holders. We use greens to 

symbolize continuous life.  Insert your greens, 

pine cones, etc. into a Styrofoam ring or wire 

circle.  Put four candle holders in the wreath.  

Then add three purple or blue candles and one 

pink or rose candle.  Traditionally the candles 

are purple, because it is the color of royalty, 

and Advent is the season of the coming of the 

King. In recent years, royal blue has been used 

instead of purple.  Royal blue not only reflects 

the traditional theme of royalty, but also is the 

color associated with hope. The pink or rose 

colored candle represents joy.  A fifth candle 

(white) can be added to the center of the 

wreath for lighting on Christmas Eve, in 

celebration of the birth of Jesus.  

 

Often the lighting of the candle/s is before 

dinner or right after sunset, so placing the 

advent wreath on your dining table is a good 

idea.   Here are some suggested Bible verses 

to get you started, but you can vary the 

devotions for your family.   

First Sunday of advent :  Hope - light one 

purple candle to symbolize Hope.  Prayer. 

Read Isaiah 60:2-3. Extinguish the flame. 

Second Sunday : Peace - Light two purple 

candles - Hope and Peace.  Prayer.  Read Mark 

1:4.  Extinguish the flames. 

Third Sunday : Joy - Light two purple candles 

(Hope and Peace) and one rose to symbolize 

Joy.  Prayer.  Read Isaiah 35:10.  Extinguish 

the flames 

Fourth Sunday: Love - light all four candles - 

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Prayer.  Read 

Isaiah 9:6-7.  Extinguish the flames. 

Christmas Eve:  After Sunset...Light all four 

candles and the fifth white candle (the light of 

Christ).  Prayer.  Read Luke 1:68-79 and Luke 

2:1-20.  Keep the candles lit a bit longer, or 

safely throughout the evening. 
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STAFF (Junior Youth)                        Susan Barkley  Y
ou are m

y G
od, and I w

ill give you 
thanks

; you are 

m
y G

od, and I w
ill exalt you.            

P
salm

 118:28 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October seemed like such a busy 

month.   StAfF  along with other members 

of the congregation planned an outing to 
Uncle Shuckõs Corn Maze on the 
17th.   Due to the rain that day the venue 

was closed so we were not able to go that 
evening.  Bummeré 
 
At the time this news is written we are still 
very busy preparing for what we hope 
will be a fun and well attended Tailgate 

and Trunk or Treat event.  StAfF  members 

and parents are preparing the food, 
providing activities, and coordinating the 
Trunk or Treat.  We hope that everyone 
was able to come and enjoy a great night 
with your GSLC friends.  We really 

appreciate your support. 
 

StAfF  prepared a goody bag for each of 

the wonderful people who went on the 
trip to Guatemala.  Also soccer balls, a 
pump, and some candy were donated for 
the group to take to the children at the 
mission.  We all have so many blessings it 
was good to be able to share even in a 
small way for this mission trip.      
 
 

We will be working on the Angel Tree on 
November 14

th
 so look for our decorating 

skills and pick out an angel to make a local 
childõs Christmas wish come true.  This is a 
great way to share as we reflect on all of 
the many things that we have to be 
thankful for in our lives. 
 
In Sunday school we are still learning 
about Martin Luther.    It is really 

interesting to learn with power point, 
cartoons, interactive plays preformed by 

members of StAfF , as well as traditional 

methods.     

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A few Thanksgiving blessings from our 
group ð we are so thankful to Christ for 
his sacrifice for all of us.  Thank you to 
this congregation for your support of 
our group.    Thank you to the parents of 

all of the StAfF  members (and all the 

children of GSLC) who bring us to 
church on Sundays and to special 
events.  Thank you, Parents, for 
spending your time, energy, and 
resources to invest in giving us the 
oppo r tun i t i es  t ha t  you  make 
possible.   Thank you, Pastor Ben, for 
your support and guidance.    Thank 
you, Carl, for your time, energy, and 
enthusiasm that you put into making 

our group what it is becoming.    
 
We wish all of you a very Happy 
Thanksgiving!           
 

 StAfF  


