
Dear Members of Good Shepherd, 

 

Happy 50th Anniversary!  I look forward to 

our big celebration on the 7th.  A lot of 

planning has gone into our 

commemoration of 50 years, and I want to 

thank the committee for their time and 

efforts.  I also want to thank all the 

members who have served in a variety of 

positions throughout the years to keep this 

church going.  You have faithfully 

answered the Lordõs call to serve the 

church, and this month it is so appropriate 

for you to hear Jesusõ words from the 

Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25, 

òWell done good and faithful servant!  

Come and share your Masterõs happiness!ó  

Because of your efforts, the Lord Jesus 

and His love for us has spread through our 

church, community, and world!  So, letõs 

party on the 7th and give thanks to our 

Great God for all His great gifts! 

 

In other news, I wanted to tell you about a 

few things that are on the horizon for me 

as your pastor.  Most of you know that our 

congregation is part of a larger 

denominational church body called the 

Lutheran Church ð Missouri Synod, but we 

do have some new members who come 

from other backgrounds.  Allow me to 

explain how our larger church functions.  

Our denomination has a headquarters in 

St. Louis, MO which houses the President 

of the LCMS, the Rev. Dr. Gerald 

Kieschnick.  This headquarters is charged 

with the responsibility of overseeing our 

two seminaries where pastors are trained, 

the national and global mission efforts of 

the LCMS, and several other ministry 

efforts. 

 

The folks at the headquarters are not 

however the decision-makers.  Much like 

in our congregation the voters assembly of 

Good Shepherd makes the major 

decisions and charges the pastor, council, 

and various boards to carry out their 

wishes, so also the LCMS has a voters 

assembly so to speak, called a convention, 

which takes place every 3 years.  This 

convention is a meeting of pastors and lay 

people who serve as voting delegates.  

Groups of 6-8 churches, called circuits, 

gather together and vote to send one 

pastor and one lay person as official 

delegates to vote on their behalf at the 

convention.  I tell you all that to say that 

our circuit elected me to serve as the 

pastoral delegate.  The convention this 

summer will take place July 9-17 in 

Houston, TX of all places.  Could they have 

found a hotter place?!? 

 

After I was selected to attend the 

convention this summer, I was asked by 

the President of the Synod to serve on a 

committee which does some pre-work for 

the convention to prepare the overtures 

and resolutions to be voted on.  In order to 

carry out this responsibility I will need to 

be in St. Louis from May 21-23.  Though 

Iõm not sure I would call these duties fun 

by any means, they are necessary things 

to ensure the future of our national church 

body, our training of pastors and church 

workers, and our mission efforts in Jesusõ 

name to the entire globe.  I look forward to 

representing the saints in Gainesville, GA 

as I carry out this work for our church.  

Please be in prayer that the Lord Jesus will 

work through the convention this summer. 

 

In Jesus,   

 

Pastor Ben 

Message from Pastor Ben:    

The Good Shepherdõs Voice 
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ñPeople were bringing little children to Jesus 

to have him  touch them, 

éAnd he took the children in his arms, put 

his hands on them and blessed them.ò   

Mark 10:13, 16 

 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool 

welcomes the little children of our 

congregation, as well as the children from 

our community.  The students studied the 

story of òThe Little Children and Jesusó as 

told by Mark in chapter 10 and were 

assured that Jesus loves them and all 

children of the world. 

 

Jesus wants them to share His love with 

others just as He wants us to share His love 

too.  One way our students and 

congregation are able to help is to spread 

the news about Pre-registration for our 

preschool for the year beginning in August 

2010.  Pre-registration begins the week of 

March 2 ð 4 and will continue through 

summer.  Brochures and forms are 

available in the church and preschool 

office.  Let us join hands and reach out to 

all of Godõs children.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

One of the outreach field trips we 

participate in is delivering Valentine boxes 

filled with candy to our dear friends at 

Smoky Springs Retirement Center.  In this 

way, our students share the love of Jesus 

with their senior friends.  It is so heart-

warming to see the exchange of smiles and 

hugs between young and old.  They really 

have so much in common and treasure the 

gift of friendship and the feeling of 

importance.  The children are looking 

forward to the òBell Ringersó next visit to 

the preschool so they are able to share the 

gift of music together.  Join us if you are 

able on March 17th at 10:00.   

 

Another story demonstrating Jesusõ love for 

his people is òJesus Feeds  the 5,000ó as 

told by John in chapter 6.  The children 

explored the details of this story and the 

fact that a boy with so little was the 

catalyst for Jesus performing such a great 

miracle.  Jesusõ love shows no boundaries, 

whether young or old, rich or poor.  May we 

òreceive the kingdom of God like a little 

childó and share Godõs love with others. 

 

ñJesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and 

distributed to those                                                               

who were seated as much as they wanted.ò  

John 6:11  

Good Shepherd Preschool                Pam Jovaag, Director  
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Social Ministry     Betty Dyarmett  

The Food Pantry provided for the largest 

number of families for a month during 

January of this year.  We gave food and 

personal items to 39 families:  81 adults 

and 51 children.  Eleven Bibles were also 

given. 

 

Thanks to your generous donations of food 

and money, we are able to provide for all 

families who come to us in need. 

 

ITEMS FOR MARCH:  COFFEE OR TEA, 

COOKING OIL, AND SHAMPOO.  The items 

requested each month are foods or 

supplies that are not purchased on a 

regular basis but are asked for by families 

who come to the Food Pantry. 

 

Thank you for your continued support 

during these trying economical times.   

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Easter Family Fun Day 

March 27 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Crafts, music and Egg 

hunt! 

March 7 - 13 is 

ò N a t i o n a l 

L u t h e r a n 

Schools Weekó  

a time to 

celebrate the 

special heritage 

and programs of 

L u t h e r a n 

s c h o o l s , 

including our 

own Preschool.  
.   

Thank You!  
 

A long-time servant at Good Shepherd has 

asked to retire.  Vance Livingston has served 

over 12 years as head trustee.  He has 

changed countless lightbulbs, fixed leaks, 

ensured safety, watched over our contracts 

and insurance coverage, replaced worn out 

fixtures, and all this behind the scenes with 

little notice or thanks.  Our hats are off to 

you Vance for your dedicated and faithful 

service!  May the Lord Jesus watch over you 

and Bev.  Now you can come to church 

without worrying about the facilities!  They're 

someone else's problem now - namely Don 

Smith and Doug Haupt.  Vance handed over 

the duties of head trustee to Don and Doug 

in late February.  Though Don and Doug are 

partnering in filling the large shoes left by 

Vance, they have elected Doug to serve on 

the Council at this time.  Thanks to all who 

have been and now are dedicated to 

providing facilities for Good Shepherd - your 

work really is noticed and appreciated! 



Page 3 March 2010 

Financial Reports                                     Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman  

From the Financial Secretary                                                                              

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of January 2010 : 

 Income                                January                      Year to Date 

 Budget                             $23,510.00                    $23,510.00  

 Actual                                 20,694.62                      20,694.62                     

 Difference                      - $  2,815.38                 - $  2,815.38                  
          

From the Treasurer: 

Actual income for January is up $7,579 or 51% to last year.  Total offerings were up $7,352 

or 55.1% to  last year. 

                                 January õ10         January õ09                $ Change 

 Income                              $22,411.62            $14,832.50            $7,579.12  

 Expense                               19,152.48              14,752.85                $4,399.63  

 Net Ordinary Income        $  3,259.14            $        79.65           $3,179.49  

Stewardship Committee   Doug Fuge 

In case you 

missed the voterõs 

m e e t i n g  o n 

February 21, the congregation authorized the 

lease of a trailer to provide temporary 

classroom space to conduct Sunday classroom 

activities and the hiring of an architect to 

develop a master plan for our property.  It is an 

exciting time in the life of Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church as we celebrate our 50th 

anniversary and walk with the Shepherd to 

grow the flock.  Pray that the Lord will give our 

leaders wisdom and the vision, help each of us 

to serve as faithful stewards of the resources 

He has provided us, and continue to bless our 

efforts to work with Him to grow His kingdom. 

Jeannie and Steve 

Redditt take turns 

preparing dinner 

while the other 

reads the scripture 

readings for the 

day.  They report 

that no matter what 

they have to eat, or 

how long the reading 

is for that day, 

when the reader 

finishes, the dinner 

is ready!   

There are currently 

ten small groups 

meeting at various 

times and places.  

They are studying the 

readings covered in 

òThrough the Bible in 

a Year.ó  If you would 

like to join a small 

group, contact Pastor 

B en  o r  Jane t 

Fitzgerald.   

Through the Bible in a Year  
Readings for the month of March: 

Weekly summaries are included in the Sunday worship bulletins.  Extra copies are avail-

able in the church narthex.  A complete listing of readings for the year with summaries are 

available on the website:  www.goodshepherdgainesville.org 

Mar 1: Deut 5-7 

Mar 2: Deut 8-10 

Mar 3: Deut 11-13 

Mar 4: Deut 14-16 

Mar 5: Deut 17-20 

Mar 6: Deut 21-23 

Mar 7: Deut 24-27 

Mar 8: Deut 28-29 

Mar 9: Deut 30-31 

Mar 10: Deut 32-34 

Mar 11: Josh 1-4 

Mar 12: Josh 5-8 

Mar 13: Josh 9-11 

Mar 14: Josh 12-15  

Mar 15: Josh 16-18 

Mar 16: Josh 19-21 

Mar 17: Josh 22-24  

Mar 18: Jud 1-2  

Mar 19: Jud 3-5  

Mar 20: Jud 6-7  

Mar 21: Jud 8-9  

Mar 22: Jud 10-12  

Mar 23: Jud 13-15  

Mar 24: Jud 16-18  

Mar 25: Jud 19-21  

Mar 26: Ruth 

Mar 27: 1Sam 1-3  

Mar 28: 1Sam 4-8  

Mar 29: 1Sam 9-12  

Mar 30: 1Sam 13-14  

Mar 31: 1Sam 15-17  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our 50th Anniversary will be celebrated 

on Sunday, March 7 with a special 

service at 4:00 PM.   
 

Also, each member family will receive a 

commemorative book of the history of 

Good Shepherd. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+5-7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+8-10
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+11-13
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+14-16
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+17-20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+21-23
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+24-27
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+28-29
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+30-31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=deut+32-34
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+1-4
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+5-8
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+9-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+12-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+16-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+19-21
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=josh+22-24
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+1-2
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+3-5
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+6-7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+8-9
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+10-12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+13-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+16-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=judg+19-21
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ruth+1-4
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=1sam+1-3
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=1sam+4-8
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=1sam+9-12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=1sam+13-14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=1sam+15-17


The Sisters in 

Christ Tea was 

pos tponed to 

F e b r u a r y  6 

because of bad 

weather, but it 

didnõt dampen the spirit of the 48 

women who were able to attend on 

the later date.  The women enjoyed 

tea and scrumptious cookies, 

d e l i c a t e  s a n d w i c h e s  a n d 

strawberries dipped in chocolate!  

One table was filled with teen 

LWMLers!  To celebrate our 50th 

anniversary, models wore clothing 

for each decade in the history of 

our church, beginning with the 50õs.  

There were several surprises during 

that part of the program!  Then the 

models wore clothing provided by 

Christopher and Banks in the Mall 

of Georgia.  The table hosts outdid 

themselves in decorating their 

tables.  We all had a lot of fun, and 

look forward to doing this again 

next year.  

 

Also, the sausage & egg /bake 

sale was a great success.  Thank 

you to everyone who supported the 

LWML with this fund-raiser.   

 

 

 

 

                                          Margie Smith  
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Now is a great time to join the choir!   We're working on 

Lent and Easter music, along with music for the 50th 

anniversary.   We practice on Sunday mornings at 9:30 and 

during Lent we also practice on Wednesday nights at 

7:45.   If you love to sing, or just make a joyful noise, 

please come and join us! 

      SOUPer SUNDAY              

  Thanks to all for 

supporting Thriventõs 

SOUPER SUNDAY on 

February 7.  Over 200 

cans/packages of 

soup were added to 

our Food Pantry ð 

105  from the early 

service, 95 from the 

late service, and 

more that came in 

during the week.  

SOUPER! 

FL-GA district LWML 

offers scholarships for 

students who wish to 

become pastors or 

other full-time church 

workers and attend a 

Concordia college.  

App l i ca t ions  and 

guidelines are available 

on the FL-GA District 

website and are due by 

April 1.  Parents and 

youth may want to 

discuss the options 

with Pastor.    


