
Dear People of the New Year, 

 

ò2010 ð The Year of the Bibleó ... One of 

Georgiaõs Representatives in the House is 

pushing for just such a thing.  Paul Broun, 

R-GA, has introduced a resolution to 

Congress to honor the Bible in the year 

2010 as the foundational set of 

documents on which this nation was 

founded.  He does have some precedent to 

stand on since Pres. Ronald Reagan 

accomplished the same in 1983.  Thus far 

Rep. Broun has garnered support from 13 

other members of Congress, but his 

resolution has also attained the status of 

òMost Blogged Aboutó piece of legislation 

currently out there.  Just Google it.  There 

are all sorts of people angry with Rep. 

Broun. 

 

While such a proclamation might be a 

hard or even impossible sell in Congress 

these days, it is just the opposite in the 

church.  We as a congregation over the 

next 12 months will embrace 2010 as the 

year of the Bible.  While we as citizens of 

this country may recognize the Bible as 

the foundational set of documents for the 

founding of this country, we will be taking 

up a reading of these documents for many 

other and more profound reasons.  First 

and foremost, the Bible brings us Jesus.  It 

is one of the main vehicles that the Holy 

Spirit uses to get into our hearts and 

minds to do His good work of giving us 

new life in Christ.  Second, it gives us a 

frame of reference for looking at the entire 

world.  It provides us the bigger story into 

which each of our individual lives fit in.  It 

gives us a place to belong in the greater 

history of not just this country but of all 

creation.  Third, the Bible does give us 

practical instruction on how to live our 

lives as Godõs people.  The Lord hasnõt left 

us on our own to guess what pleases Him.  

Heõs given us His grand design for our 

lives.  And there are many other good 

reasons to make this the year of the Bible 

which weõll discover for ourselves along 

the way. 

 

And so Iõm excited to take up the daily 

exercise of reading through Genesis to 

Revelation together as a congregation in 

one year.  On December 27th, the bulletin 

will have the first of 52 bulletin inserts 

that provide the readings for the following 

week along with my summary in case you 

arenõt sure what you just read or miss a 

day.  If you happen to miss a Sunday and 

donõt get your bulletin insert, the readings 

for each month will be listed in the 

newsletter (see page 3).  You can also find 

them on our website.   

 

The challenge will be to find a way for this 

daily reading to become a part of your 

daily routine.  It will certainly be a New 

Yearõs resolution of sorts, but I want it to 

be more than the latest exercise program 

that gets ditched around late January!  I 

want this to be as essential to your life as 

eating three meals or getting at least 

some sleep every day.  Perhaps 

connecting your Bible reading to a 

particular meal or bedtime would be 

helpful.  Commit to do your reading while 

you eat breakfast or after supper or before 

going to bed or right when you wake up.  

By doing so, the words of Jesus quote from 

Deuteronomy will ring true over your entire 

year:  òMan does not live on bread alone 

but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.ó 

 

May the Holy Spirit pour out His gifts and 

do His transformative work in our lives 

throughout 2010, the Year of the Bible at 

Good Shepherd Lutheran, 

 

   Pastor Ben  

Message from Pastor Ben:    

The Good Shepherdõs Voice 
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òTherefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth  
to a son, and will call him Immanuel.ó  Isaiah 7:14 

 
The birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ was foretold by Isaiah to Ahaz, the 

leader of Israel, to convince him that òGod 

is with usó and would rescue him from his 

enemies.  In Matthew chapter one, we are 

told: òAll this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the prophet.ó  

Therefore we are assured that God is with 

us and has rescued us from our enemy.   

 

This message, that God is with us and has 

rescued us, is one that the children of Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Preschool know well.  It 

is the foundation of our preschool.   

 

The humble birth of Jesus, as foretold by 

Isaiah and recorded in Matthew and Luke, 

was re-enacted by our students as an act of 

faith and discipleship to share the gospel 

message.  Each student played their part in 

convincing manner, with Gabriel (Marley), 

Mary (Meg), Joseph (Sam), Angel (Peyton), 

and Shepherds (Eamon, Maddox) boldly 

delivering their scripted lines.  They were 

joined by the donkey (Aidan), angels (Katie, 

Briana) and sheep (Keith). 

 

  These characters did an outstanding job 

with only one òget-awayó for the donkey 

where Mary had to go and retrieve him to 

the manger scene and then the sheep was 

wandering so the shepherd had to bring 

him by the hand to see the baby Jesus. 

 

The message at the end was clear, Jesus 

was born as Isaiah foretold and God is with 

us until His magnificent return. 

 

òWhen they had seen him, they spread the word  
concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them.ó  Luke 2:17,18 

Good Shepherd Preschool                Pam Jovaag, Director  
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Social Ministry             Betty Dyarmett

In the new year, 2010, we will be doing 

our collections differently.  One Sunday a 

month will be designated for food 

donations.  More information will be 

coming in the next newsletter. 

 

In the month of November, the Food Pantry 

provided 27 families with food and 

personal items.  This included 49 adults 

and 34 children.  Six families also received 

Bibles.  Thanksgiving baskets were given to 

six families also, thanks to Dan and Nell 

Purdy. 
 

The coats, sweaters and blankets collected 

in the Fall are being given out as families 

needed them.  Kathy Mayfield is 

coordinating this project. 

We have a good supply of chickens to give 

to families who come to the food pantry 

between now and Christmas.  This was 

made possible because of your financial 

contributions this year. 

Another mission trip to Guatemala is planned this month,  

this time to place a roof on a building that will be a school 

and medical clinic .  The town of La Union will also use the 

building for Bible classes and Sunday services.  The team of 

Doug Haupt, Jim Fitzgerald, and Clayton Thiessen wish to 

bring with them School supplies and medical supplies.  A 

list of needed items is on the bulletin board near the 

entrance to the sanctuary.   

Faith isnõt meant to 

be kept to oneself. 

It simply has to be 

shared      in non -

threatening ways 

and shown in loving 

actions.  

Mission Trip to Guatemala                                        



 As we reflect upon the many gifts both given 

and received during this holiday season, 

consider the privilege and accountability we 

have for our special gifts which allow us to 

honor the Lord and bless others ð as 

members of the body of Christ working with 

our Shepherd to grow the flock.  God showers 

gifts on those who manage His gifts wisely 

and well for the common good.  Jesus said: 

òGive, and it will be given to you.  A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap.  For 

with the measure you use, it will be measured 

to you.ó  [Luke 6:38]  

Stewardship Committee    
        Doug Fuge 
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Financial Reports                                   Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman  

From the Financial Secretary                                                                              

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of Nov 30, 

2009: 

 Income                               November                   Year to Date 

 Budget                             $18,033.00                  $173,130.00  

 Actual                                 20,272.47                    179,374.56  

 Difference                       $   2,239.47                $      6,244.56 
          

From the Treasurer: 

Actual income for November was up $2,369 or 11.4% to budget, and is up $700 or -0.4% 

YTD.  For November, total offerings were up $2,737 or 15.2% to budget.   Year-to-date total 

offerings are up $6,735 or 3.9% to budget, and up $25,694 or 16.7% over last year.   

 

                               November                    Year to Date 

 Income                              $23,092.47                   $193,949.56  

 Expense                               15,642.17                     183,613.39  

 Net Ordinary Income        $  7,450.30                  $  10,336.17  

Jan 1: Gen 1-3 

Jan 2: Gen 4-7 

Jan 3: Gen 8-11 

Jan 4: Gen 12-15 

Jan 5: Gen 16-18 

Jan 6: Gen 19-21 

Jan 7: Gen 22-24 

Jan 8: Gen 25-26 

Jan 9: Gen 27-29 

Jan 10: Gen 30-31 

òThe first question 

that the priest and the 

Levite asked was: ôIf I 

stop to help this man, 

what will happen to 

me?õ But é the good 

Samaritan reversed 

the question: ôIf I do 

not stop to help this 

man, what will happen 

to him?õó      

 - Martin Luther King Jr  

Jan 11: Gen 32-34 

Jan 12: Gen 35-37 

Jan 13: Gen 38-40 

Jan 14: Gen 41-42 

Jan 15: Gen 43-45 

Jan 16: Gen 46-47 

Jan 17: Gen 48-50 

Jan 18: Ex 1-3 

Jan 19: Ex 4-6 

Jan 20: Ex 7-9 

Jan 21: Ex 10-12 

Jan 22: Ex 13-15 

Jan 23: Ex 16-18 

Jan 24: Ex 19-21 

Jan 25: Ex 22-24 

Jan 26: Ex 25-27 

Jan 27: Ex 28-29 

Jan 28: Ex 30-32 

Jan 29: Ex 33-35 

Jan 30: Ex 36-38  

Jan 31: Ex 39-40  

Through the Bible in a Year  
Readings for the month of January: 

 

Weekly summaries are included in the Sunday worship bulletins.  Extra copies 

are available from the church office.  A complete listing of readings for the year 

are available on the website:  www.goodshepherdgainesville.org 

Thrivent               
                Kathy Zschoche  

SOUPeR 

BOWL 

SUNDAY  

February 

7  
  

All members bring cans 

of soup for the food 

pantry.  

Remember and never 

doubt it: With Godõs 

help you can do 

incredible things. 

Never think down; 

always think up.  

ñNorman Vincent 

Peale 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+1-3
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+4-7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+8-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+12-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+16-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+19-21
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+22-24
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+25-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+27-29
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+30-31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+32-34
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+35-37
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+38-40
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+41-42
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+43-45
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+46-47
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=gen+48-50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+1-3
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+4-6
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+7-9
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+10-12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+13-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+16-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+19-21
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+22-24
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+25-27
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+28-29
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+30-32
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+33-35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+36-38
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=47&search=ex+39-40


LWML GIVEN 

òPARTNERSõ AWARDó 
 

The Lutheran Womenõs 

Missionary League (LWML) 

was presented the 

òAblaze! Partnersõ Awardó by LCMS World 

Mission on November 18, 2009, at their 

annual Mission Partners Banquet. The award 

is annually given to a national or 

international partner of LCMS World Mission 

that demonstrates a heart for reaching the 

lost with the Gospel by pursuing in an 

exemplary way the goals of Ablaze! in its 

daily ministry activities. LWML President 

Janice Wendorf accepted the award on 

behalf of the organization. 

 

In his presentation of the award, Scott Snow, 

National Director of Outreach for LCMS 

World Mission, said the following: òThis 

yearõs [2009] Ablaze! Partnersõ Award is 

given to a partner organization whose 

members throughout the years have worked 

and saved and set aside a ôlittle here and a 

little there,õ contributing mightily and 

generously so that millions and millions of 

dollars could support the work of Gospel 

outreach in their own communities and 

neighborhoods, in this country and in 

countries all across the globe. Not only have 

these women of faith given financially ð but 

they have given themselves individually to 

plant ômustard seedsõ of faith through their 

everyday witness in their everyday lives. The 

Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League is an 

organization whose very name is 

synonymous with Gospel outreach!ó 

L-R:  Virginia Von Seggern, Jan Wendorf, Dr. Gerald B. 

Kieschnick, LCMS President, Gloria Edwards, Betty 

Duda, and Linda Reiser.   

 

LWML President Wendorf shares: òWhat an 

honor it was for me to represent LWML and 

to receive this prestigious award on behalf 

of all Lutheran Women in Mission who have 

been part of LWML over the years! This 

award is a powerful witness to the impact 

of the LWML throughout the church. It was 

a special privilege and joy to be joined in 

accepting this award by former LWML 

presidents Betty Duda, Gloria Edwards, 

Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser. To 

God alone be the glory and praise!ó 

 

The Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League 

(LWML) is the official womenõs auxiliary of 

The Lutheran ChurchñMissouri Synod. For 

over 65 years, the LWML has focused on 

affirming each womanõs relationship with 

Christ, encouraging and equipping women 

to live out their Christian lives in active 

mission ministries and to support global 

missions. 
 

Coming events for Good Shepherd LWML:    

January 9 -  8:30 

AM - our regular 

meeting, after 

which we will 

òUndeck the Halls,ó 

taking down the 

C h r i s t m a s 

decorations after 

Epiphany and 

putting them away 

for next year.   

Refreshments will 

be provided.  

 

 

January 30 - òSisters 

in Christ Tea.ó  All 

women are invited to 

a tea and fashion 

show.  Sandra 

Parkinson will show us 

f a s h i o n s  f r o m 

Christopher & Banks 

in the Mall of Georgia, 

modeled by six of our 

very own members!    

Come join us for a fun afternoon.  We are 

looking for women to sponsor the tables at 

the tea.  For more information, please see 

Margie Smith.   

 

                                          Margie Smith  
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is no choice. It is 
light that enables 
us to see the 
d i f f e r e n c e s 
between things; 
and it is Christ who 
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       �³ Augustus Hare 

New hours  

for the church office!  

Beginning January 4, 

the office will be open  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm  


