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Message from Pastor Ben:

December 2009

The following was shared at our voters c hur c h. So, thatds a

meeting on Nov. 22d; Now 16d Ilike to point
things that happened over the course of

Well, this would be my first state of the the year.

congregation address. Last year at the

voters meeting, our then president asked As your pastor, my simple goal for 2009

me what | thought of the State of the was to get to know you the members.

Congregation. Since | had only been here Though | stil |l have a

for a coupl e weeks, visityf we cansnmkerschedules vk, | did |

li ke 1t!6 Havi ng b enanage to eneet witlaat Igast ®0% ohtloew , I

can give a much more thorough state of congregation in their homes. And by the

the congregation address. In Matthew 25, way , i f I didnot ma k e

Jesus tells the parable of the talents youdd | i ke to sit down

where He gives certain amounts of giftsto |1 6 d | ove t o. Just | et

different people and simply asks those schedul e is | ike and v

people to take what
invest it and use it wisely, and to come
back | ater to
the gifts given
the story | want to tell you .

t o

rmakeesgniethieg wbrle. But that realgewas t o
my most important goal for 2009 o

show wgeting ta hkrew &he ecomjregateon ws t h
t indeviduals. | dam shy thahvehénd ok eut a ¢ t

at you while 1 dm preac
friends, people whom | have no qualms

I 6d i ke to <start with < nmealling brother and sister.
general attendance Oh sure we may have our
statistics. The average Gl"ﬂWi“ 5 squabbles here and thered

worship attendance per . _ wh a't family does:c
Sunday for 2008 was in Fﬂ|th think we do a pretty good

108. For 2009 it will job of loving each other in

probably be around 145, '.
though right now at the | [_]
end of the year, we are ..

pretty consistently at around 160, having
made a nice steady increase throughout
the year. But if we stick with the average
for the entire year, going from 108 to 145,
that is a 35% increase in worship
attendance for the year. A few other
changes wed®ve made

included getting new hymnals and in
September going to two services, simply
because we ran out of room. Also
because of that growth, even in a very
recessed economy when companies and
churches alike are slashing their budgets,
our offerings
evident that God deserves all the glory for
the miracles that are taking place in our

Together .

spite of our weaknesses,
g failures, and shortcomings.
Celina, Ai dan,
be more at home or happy here in our new
church family.

a

The other goal | had for our congregation
in my first year was to do some strategic
planning to determine where you all want

tyour ocongregavion rtos doi irp theh eomirg

years. | was eager to go through a process

like this, not because | like extra meetings,

but because | wanted the congregation

itself to determine its vision for the future.

So many pastors say, 0
doing for the next yea

i ncr e abstel dealht Waitted to ble alflesto partner v e r

with you in the strategic direction and
vision for the future of this church.
...continued on page 3
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An 8yearold girl was
showing her 4year-old
sister some pictures
from her Bible. The
younger sister was
fascinated by a picture
of Mary and baby Je-
sus. After examining it
intently, she asked,
OBut whereds
The older sister
thought for a moment
and replied,
t he

taking

December 2009

Good Shepherd Preschool

Pam Jovaag, Director

pi

oCome, [ et us sing
Let us come before him with

beflsata musiwag entedainthentefor btleers.d
The Dingalings are regulars at Good

t hanksgi vingeéodsShepherd Preschool and the children

Psalm 95:1,2

actually ring the bells right along with
them. On December 10, the children are

The children of Good Shepherd Lutheran gressing in their Christmas finery, traveling

Preschool did just that on November 19;
they sang with joy and gave thanks to the
Lord for their families at our annual

Thanksgiving Feast.
occasion where the children dress as
Pilgrims and Indians as they celebrate the
traditional first Thanksgiving in our country
and then join their families in partaking of

a simple feast featuring homemade

vegetable soup. All of the children help put
the soup together by identifying each
vegetable by color, aroma, and likeability
as they take turns scooping them into the
pot. This year was filled with thanks and
praise, and warm fellowship shared by the
parents, children and staff.

Thanks, praise and song are also the
theme for two events in December for our
preschool children. The first event is a field
trip to our dear friends at Smoky Springs

This is a special

to Smoky Springs to perform a Christmas
themed concer t-alwintghs 60 Tfhc
all of the residents during lunch. At the
conclusion of the concert, the children will
hand-deliver a candy cane attached to a

card explaining the meaning of the candy

cane to each resident. This interaction
between young and old is very moving and
priceless as you feel the love of Christ

being exchanged.

Another stirring experience will be the

preschool 6s annual pre:
Nativity story on December 16 at 7:00 P.M.
Each child is cast as a character and will
enact the story of Chri:
us and let your heart be filled with

Christmas love and music as expressed
through the faith of our precious preschool
children.

Retirement Center.  This gracious and oCome, /et wus bow dowr
hehysetapiohship dates back many years [/ et uvs kneel before th
and has grown stronger in recent years. Psalm 95:6

There is a group of retirees <called 0The
Dinghe¢ D gsod that travel the area ringing

cture. o6

Social Ministry

Betty Dyarmett

In the month of October, we helped our
highest number of families in the Food
Pantry. Thirtyeight families that included

79 adults and 49 children were given food
and personal items. Seven Bibles were
given to first time families.

Thanks to Lili Smith for donating a
generous number of Bibles for all families
who come to the Food Pantry for the first
time.

Thanks to the generous donation of food
from Dan and Nell Purdy, we were able to
make Thanksgiving a festive holiday for six
families. All of them greatly appreciated
the kindness of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church.

Invitations were sent to 32 families for our
first CHRISTMAS FESTIVALheir response
was both enthusiastic and appreciative.

Thank you to all who have contributed to
the Food Pantry this year. Through your
generosity, our pantry has helped many
families in our community.  With your
continued support, we will again be able
to help families in need this coming year.

We have a good supply of toothpaste and
toothbrushes. Now we are in need of
Shampoo.

FOOD ITEMS FCP
DECEMBER
Traditional Christmas \:
non-perishable foods (&2 |
and shampoo. /
continue to

paper bags
packing food.

Food Pantry
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Message from Pastor Ben:

(continued from page 1)

And now as we prepare in a few months to
celebrate our 50" Anniversary, we not only
give thanks for what lies behind but we can
also look forward to what will lie aheadd
and itds a future th
together. In January the Council will start
talking about where we need to go over the
next 5 years, what kinds of buildings we
need to add, what kinds of volunteers and
staff we need to add to accomplish our
mission. One of the greatest signs of
health in a congregation as | see it is having
a group of people that are excited for the
future and look forward to the possibilities
that | ie ahead, and
characteristic of our membership here in
2009.

Another thing that happened in 2009 was a
changeover of a lot of leadership here at
Good Shepherd. Many of the folks who
stepped down had been serving in their
position for as many as 15 years. Talk
about faithful. Being a member of a church
council or board of elders is not always a
fun job, but somebod
that was what Jesus was talking about
when he said, 0Take
follow med.. .15 year
council is a pretty heavy cross! But in all
seriousness, the church thanks and
recognizes the sacrifice of so many of you
to keep the mission of Good Shepherd alive
and well. And even as we thank the past
leaders, we look for big things from the new
leaders who come into their positions with
new blood, fresh ideas, and plenty of
strength to carry that cross for the next 15
years or so!

Along with that change in leadership came
the retirement of Ju
Secretary, and again even as the church
gives thanks for her faithful service to the
congregation we give thanks and look for
big things from our new secretary Margie
Smith. I candt say
the energy, creativity, compassion, and
humor that Margie brings to the church
office. My life is made so easy by Margie. |
have absolute trust in her to accomplish
any task and to go above and beyond the
call of duty.

And it hasndét just b
members, or some new elders, or a new
secretary that wedve

you individual members have stepped up in
major ways this past year to help the
congregation accomplish something for its
members and for the greater community.
& t weng ¢o start rmming all theethingstthat
you individual members helped keep going
and breathed new life into or got started
new this year for the very first time, it would
take forever! Just looking at the calendar
overwhelms me sometimes, but the most
exciting thing for me as a pastor is that so
many things are going on with little goading
or handholding from me. This congregation
doesndt need that,

passions to further the mission of the
church.

And for all those ministries, for the way
they touch the lives of so many people, |
say thank you from your church and
ultimately from the Lord Himself. In
Matthew 25, when the disciple comes back
to the Lord to report on how he had
invested the Lordo6s
ybhe gat tha heo hiatd.
done good and faithful servant. You have
beerpfaithfub with a few thirsgs; | vellnpdt
sou in Ehar@peeof nmagy thngs. @ome sharer
in your masterds h
gathered on Nov. 22d and passed an
ambitious but exciting budget for 2010, we
look back on 2009 giving thanks for the
grace that was given us to be faithful with a
few things, but we also look forward to
2010 and assume the great responsibility
t hat the Lord | ays
put you in charge of
as a congregation continue to be guided by
the Spirit and grounded by the cross, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
dhe Hdlys&pirlh A@enmb a s

Thrivent Kathy Zschoche

Thamks ut@ levergoneo fr thaeb lielp tan
support given for our chapter's Lutherar
Heritage Night on Nov. Ist and also for th
Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale on No
Tth.

da
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Also, thanks to all the Thrivent members
for casting ballots on Nov. 8th for the
ehapter's2010 effiverss et of cagu
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Special Services

Wed, Dec2 - 7:00 pm

Avem’ Sing-along
Advent
Wed, Dec9 - 7:00 pm

Preschool

Chrlstmas]}rogram
Advent

Wed, Dec 16 - 7:00 pm
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Candlelight Service with
Holy Communion 7:30 pm

2
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CHRISTMAS 4 DAY
With Holy Communion
10:00 am
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l l)ring

great joy...
Luke :10

Prevent us, O Lord,
from letting our
Christmas be spent
foolishly. Remind us

t hat it [
birthday we celebrate
and not our own.

Keep us from wanting
our own desires to be
fulfiled and from be-

ing angry or hurt
when they are not.
Make us mature in our
thoughts and actions.
Especially stir up such
great love within us,

that we may carry the
blessed glow of
Christmas with us now
and through the days
of life to come. In the

name of the Christ
child. Amen.

December 2009

I W‘ _ W‘ ) Margie Smith
4%@@&/ pitfen s {é/jwﬂl
1] Last month, 14 women
=‘=- from our congregation
and preschool attended
||L\\\’/\\\’/|||\\’|/|lﬂl_t he womends retreat at
l I“ ~ Blue Sage in Big Canoe,
GA. We had a Bible
study based on the story of Mary and
Martha, we spent time at different
0Ostationsdé to examine ourselves through

prayer and reflection. Pastor Ben came on
Saturday night to lead us in worship and
com eEﬂnion. Ihmugh the weekend, we
laug ,rcﬁea, sI%r%d, played and prayed.
All agreed that we want to do this again next
year! Thanks to Celina Haupt , Jennifer
Zonts and Michele Rockhill for the planning
and work they put into making this a
wonderful experience for all!

Our next event will be held on Saturday, Dec
5, beginning at 8:30 AM. We will decorate

the church for Christmas, then have
our annual Christmas party and gift
exchange, followed by our December
business meeting. Come join usthe
gift exchange is a lot of fund gifts
are limited to under $10, and if you
like what someone else got, well, you
can just take it instead of choosing a
wrapped gift! Everyone is asked to
bring cookies or other Christmas
snacks to share. At the business
meeting following the party, we will decide
who will be the recipients of the money we
have raised this year.

We wi || have our
Tea in January this year, and plans are
being made for an exciting social event for
the women of our congregation- all of our

0Osisters in Christ.©o
fashion show and some special delicacies
to eat. Look for more information to come.

Financial Reports

Susan Krueger/Brad Zimmerman

From the Financial Secretary

The comparison of actual offerings to the operating fund and the budget as of Oct 31, 2009:

Income October

Budget $14,428.00
Actual 15.045.63
Difference $ 617.63

From the Treasurer:
Actual income for October was down $872 or
YTD. For October, total offerings were up

Year to Date

$155,097.00
159,102.09

$ 4,005.09

5.1% to budget, and is down $1,670 6t.0%
$618 or 4.3% to budget. Yearate total

offerings are up $3,995 or 2.6% to budget, and up $19,590 or 14.0% over last year.

October
Income $16,245.63
Expense 18,471.00

Net Ordinary Income  $ (2,225.37)

Year to Date
$170,857.09

167,971.22
$ 2,885.87

annual



